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Do Try This at Home

Nan Melville for The New York Times

By JOYCE WADLER

Published: January 6, 2010

If your first thought on seeing one-of-a-kind lamps is “Interesting, but

is it so amateurishly wired it will conflagrate, setting my home afire,

destroying all my belongings, including my irreplaceable collection of

back issues of the New York Times Home section?” then your fears

will be assuaged by the knowledge that a creator of these particular

lamps, Tom Blake, right, is a licensed New York City electrician who

has worked on the Chrysler and Empire State Buildings.

Mr. Blake’s creative and domestic partner, Amy Pasco, left, with

whom he recently started BP Lighting Design, is a ceramicist and floral designer. (The

lamps, from left to right, are $550, $675 and $650.)

Their paths first crossed two years ago when Ms. Pasco, who lives in New York, bought

some vintage tile on eBay from Mr. Blake, who was then living in New Mexico. Last year, he

moved in with her.

How did you get into lamps?

Mr. Blake: When I moved back here, there was a delay in the job start. Amy has this

fantastic workshop up in Yonkers, and I said, “Why don’t we do work on a couple of artsy

projects while killing time?” She expressed an interest in doing some lighting, and me,

having been an electrician for all this time, said, “Sure.” Within a week we had some

prototypes.

Ms. Pasco: We’re both big fans of flea marketing and antiquing, we both love hardware and

Go to Complete List »

Sign up for the latest travel features, sent every Saturday.

  

See Sample  |  Privacy Policy

Travel Dispatch E-Mail

MOST POPULAR

Thomas L. Friedman: America’s Real Dream Team1.

Maureen Dowd: Eraser Duty for Bart?2.

Frank Rich: Obama, Lehman and ‘The Dragon Tattoo’3.

Your Money: When Not to Pay Down a Mortgage4.

Texts Without Context5.

Well: Talk Deeply, Be Happy?6.

Last Footfall in Nepal7.

Health Vote Caps a Journey Back From the Brink8.

Op-Ed Contributor: The Real Arithmetic of Health Care

Reform

9.

Patient Money: Stressful but Vital: Picking a Nursing

Home

10.

Get Home Delivery Log In  Register NowHOME PAGE TODAY'S PAPER VIDEO MOST POPULAR TIMES TOPICS

Home & Garden
WORLD U.S. N.Y. / REGION BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE HEALTH SPORTS OPINION ARTS STYLE TRAVEL JOBS REAL ESTATE AUTOS

FASHION & STYLE DINING & WINE HOME & GARDEN WEDDINGS/CELEBRATIONS T MAGAZINE

SIGN IN TO E-MAIL

PRINT

REPRINTS

SHARE

E-MAILED BLOGGED SEARCHED



A version of this article appeared in print on January 7, 2010, on page

D3 of the New York edition.

Lamps and Lampshades Get E-Mail Alerts

Design Get E-Mail Alerts

Related Searches

metal and salvage, and the pipe usage is sort of a natural outgrowth of that. A lot of it is

old. The patina of the metal and the inscription where the gauge registers are very different

from new gauges.

They’re pretty industrial looking. What are they?

Mr. Blake: Mostly they’re pressure gauges. Some of them are for electrical use. Down the

road, the idea is to get electrical gauges that will register the current going through them.

It’s hard to see them working with chintz.

Ms. Pasco: I wouldn’t put it in a Mario Buatta décor, no, but it does work nicely in less

poufy spaces — more Mark Hampton, say. I happen to prefer an eclectic aesthetic. One of

the lamps that just sold had a base that was pipe, but it had a beautiful Austrian crystal as

a shade and the turn-piece was a beautiful opalescent Victorian curtain tie back. It was a

very much surprising marriage of two different materials.

BP Lighting Design lamps are available at A Select Few, 203 West 79th Street

(Amsterdam Avenue); (212) 875-0748, aselectfew.net.
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